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I'm not sure whether it was the 

change of venue for our meeting at 

the Canyon Crest, the popularity of 

Red Montgomery, or that most of 

our members quit fishing and de-

cided to come to our November 

17th meeting. Whatever the reason, 

we had around 30 participants---the 

most I've seen in quite a few years! 

That's the good news. The bad news 

was that we were packed in the 

small room like sardines!! Regard-

less, it was great to see some of our 

com padres I haven't seen for a couple of fishing seasons. Other than the cramped 

quarters, the service was good and the meeting went well. But, there is no doubt we 

need a larger room. Along that line, I checked with the River Rock restaurant and 

they are willing to let us use their banquet room which would be great--spacious, 

room for presentations, and they serve good food and have a full bar. However, 

(always a however), even though we reserve the room, we can be preempted if they 

have a chance to host a larger banquet. Same policy as Rock Creek. The difference is 

that they said they would call us if that happens. I think we should definitely give it a 

try. Another first happened at our November meeting also. It was the debut of our 

new power point projector and laptop. James Harper also used his video camera to 

record Red's fly tying program that was projected on the screen. Other items of inter-

est discussed at the meeting were: (1) The Banquet Committee will  have the flyers 

and posters for the Banquet ready to be distributed at our December 3rd Christmas 

Party (2) Connie Herbert has posted our October issue of Windknots on the internet. 

Looks great and it is in color! Check it out on: www.magicvalleyflyfishers.com (3) A 

vote was taken and approved by the members present, to donate $500 to the Yellow-

stone Lake lake trout eradication project. The project is co-sponsored by TU Idaho, 

Wyoming, Montana councils and chapters, the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, the 

National Park Service and Conservation Association, the US Geological Survey, and 

the NPS (Yellowstone). The lake trout will be equipped with hydro-acoustic teleme-

try tags to track their movements and locate their spawning beds. The eggs can then 

be treated with chemicals to destroy them which should effectively reduce lake trout  

http://www.magicvalleyflyfishers.com
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NOVEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

 Presidentôs message conôt   

 

numbers. John Ellsworth, newly elected VP of the Idaho State Council, will be taking a "road show" of the 

proposed project and plans on presenting it to the MVFF at our February 15th meeting--don't miss this one! 

And, finally some one stepped forward to assume the presidency of the MVFF. His name is James Harper. He 

is a MVFF member, and avid fly fisherman, hails from Burley and has attended CSI, ISU, and BSU. He will 

officially take the reins February 1st right after the banquet. The November meeting concluded with a raffle 

thanks to Dennis Brauer who brought the raffle items. The round robin was dispensed with due to lack of time. 

More on Red Montgomery's fly tying program, the Christmas Party, and the Banquet and Membership Drive 

on the pages that follow. 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                 Ben Collins, ex-officio president, MVFF 

 
"The take instantly validates our efforts, conferring a measure of definitiveness and closure to an enterprise otherwise riddled with 

uncertainty and inconclusiveness. Few things in life, I think, have this to offer."  ___Ted Leeson 

 

 

~~~ 

Red Montgomery's Fly Tying Program--Red made a superlative presentation at his fly tying vise at our No-

vember 17th meeting. The former owner of the Snake River Outfitters fly shop in Twin Falls, hasn't lost his 

touch--even if he took up golf! 

Red tied 3 patterns: an ant, a snail (yes, a snail), and a steelhead egg pattern. The process he used on the ant 

and the snail was new to most of us but was popular a couple of decades ago. The process required the use of 

acetate floss and acetone. Red ties his ants on size 14-10 hooks. The process requires the floss (acetate) to be 

dipped in a vial of acetone and then set aside to dry. After it is dry, the short strip is spun using the bobbin that 

holds it. It is then wrapped as an abdomen and a thorax. It hardens on the hook and gives the fly a real ant 

look. Interestingly enough, Red puts the hackle on the front. Most tied ants you see have the hackle in the mid-

dle. Red cautioned anyone using the acetone to do it in a well ventilated room or you will be singing songs you 

never even knew you knew. The acetone is also highly flammable so be careful. The snail was weighted and 

tied small at the bend and larger toward the eye. The acetate/acetone floss hardens and definitely look snail-

like. Believe it or not, he puts a hackle on the front of the snail. Red swears they work. For details or a recipe, 

you will have to track Red down. The steelhead egg pattern used some "salmon colored hackle material on a 

relatively small steelhead hook not unlike other single egg flies. You can buy acetone at a paint or hardware 

store but be sure you put it in a glass vial or small jar--it eats plastic.  

 

The December 2011 Christmas Party--Once again this year the potluck featured Dennis Brauer's boiled in oil 

turkey and Dee and Dick Smith's outstanding baked ham. And, of course, a smorgasboard of potluck dishes to 

rival any restaurant in town.  

The social hour started at 6 p.m. with BYOB libations and, as what is becoming a Christmas tradition, Iva's 

(Ben's wife) one of a kind, heavenly egg nog that will surely lead you down the road to perdition if consumed  

in quantity. It is fully high octane with rum and whiskey. It is usually consumed soon after the social hour 

starts. And you couldn't believe the raffle items--framed photography, reels, gift baskets, flies, etc. It appeared  
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November meeting minutes conôt 

 

to be a rehearsal for the Banquet! And, it was also hard to believe that over 60 members turned out for the sea-

sonal event.  The door prize was a custom rod built and donated by John Christleib. It was a 5 piece, 4 

wt.,graphite rod--a real featherweight. The lucky winner was Mike Eveleth. And, as advertised, Boots Allen, 

senior fly fishing guide out of Jackson Hole, presented his program entitled, "The Secrets of the South 

Fork of the Snake." You really had to be there to appreciate the detail he presented based on years of drift 

boating and fishing the South Fork--the flies, the runs, the best stretches to fish, the best times to fish, and, the 

usual array of over 20 inch browns, rainbows and cutthroats. He also delved into the river's management by the 

Bureau of Reclamation of water flows from Palisades dam and efforts to restore the native cutthroats by at-

tempting to reduce the rainbow population. Boots is a real professional and put on an informative and enter-

taining program.  

 

At the end of the program, the place settings of poinsettias were raffled off as has been the tradition at the 

Christmas Party. Also, members were reminded to pick up some Banquet flyers, donation slips, and applica-

tion forms for reservations to the Banquet.  

 

~~~ 

DECEMBER SPEAKER 

 

NO CLUB MEETING FOR DECEMBER OR JANUARY 

LOCATION FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETING WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATE 

 

~~~ 

NEWS 

The Montana Supreme Court has sided with TU, ruling that the organization has the right to participate in the 

state-wide process for determining water claims--known as adjudication--even if they don't own a water right. 

The Montana Supreme Court had denied Montana TU's participation in the state-wide adjudication on the 

grounds that the organization did not own a water right. The Water Court had also ruled that only the Montana 

Department of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks had standing to represent the public in water adjudication cases. The 

Supreme Court overturned both of these points. The case came about because Montana TU has been actively 

involved in the Big Hole River basin, spending many hours and resources in the field in close cooperation with 

irrigators and landowners o restore arctic grayling and wild trout populations by improving stream flows and 

habitat.  Montana TU, and others, felt that a few over-stated water claims could unravel years of fish restora-

tion efforts on the river, In its decision, the Montana Supreme Court upheld the public's interest in the health of 

Montana's rivers and streams as well as the integrity of the water adjudication process. As the court noted, a  



News conôt 

 

transparent and thorough process of airing concerns and objections from legitimate parties is the best way to 

avoid future water disputes. "The Montana Supreme Court grounded its opinion on the public's right to use 

Montana's waters for non-irrigation uses as commerce, recreation and conservation, which are constitutionally-

acknowledged uses of the state's rivers and streams. It's a decision that will be even more important for the 

next generation of anglers," says the Director of TU's Montana Water Project. 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                             From TU's Trout Magazine--Fall 2011 

 

~~~ 
 

Hello Hunting Friends.  

 

Just got home this evening from spending a very cold but great weekend on the Henrie Mountains with the 

HIGH DESERT team helping Dale Quigley from Twin Falls, Idaho, take a great Tetonka bull. Dale drew this 

tag at the Western Hunting Expo last February and has been counting down the days for months to this hunt. 

Dale is an incredible gentleman and put some unbelieveable effort into making his dream hunt come true. 

Wow, what a great, positive attitude Dale has. After covering some difficult terrain in quite a snow storm the 

weather cleared just long enough for Dale to take this trophy bull!  

 

The HIGH DESERT team has been so fortunate this year to have had some incredible hunters with unbreaka-

ble character who put everything they had physically and emotionally into their hunts. It was our privilege to 

have been with each one of these hunters on their "Once In A Lifetime" experience. Good luck everyone and 

stay safe. 

 

Randy 

HIGH DESERT WILD SHEEP GUIDES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~ 
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43rd Banquet and Membership Drive 

January 28, 2012 
 

featured speaker 

 

Jim Teeny 
 

 

When the words Fly Fishing Innovator come up in conver-

sation, one of the first names that should come to mind is 

that of Jim Teeny.  First there was the Teeny Nymph, 

which he designed at age 16 for large, cruising trout at Or-

egonôs East Lake.  Little did he realize then, as junior in 

High School, how this simple fly pattern would impact his 

future.  As he experienced growing successes with his Tee-

ny Nymph fly pattern, Jim began to experiment with differ-

ent color variations of the fly and was able to have increas-

ing success even on other species of fish.  After keeping 

the fly a secret for 9 years, Jim started the Teeny Nymph 

Company in July of 1971.  This was the start-up of what is 

now Jim Teeny, Inc., the business which Jim and his wife, 

Donna, now run from their HQôs in Gresham, Oregon. 

 

Innovation was to become a habit with Jim.  He conceived of an idea for sinking fly lines which resulted in his 

T-Series sinking tip fly lines, a concept what was welcomed all across the fly fishing community, from Steel-

head fly fisherman to deep water off-shore Salt water fisherman.  Jim has, subsequently, designed a full line of 

specialty fly lines that range from full floating lines to deep sinking salt water lines. 

 

Jim has appeared on many television shows teaching and sharing his innovations and techniques with interest-

ed fly fishers from all across our land and other countries.  He has authored articles in major fishing publica-

tions and been featured in articles by other authors as well.  Jimôs new book, Fly Fishing Great Waters, docu-

ments the fly fishing adventures of his life with a focus on some of his favorite fly fishing spots in the world.  

Full of great photography, this hard bound coffee table book is hard to put down.  In 1988, Jim was featured in 

an award winning video (now on DVD), Catching More Steelhead, produced by Scientific Anglers. 

 

One of Jimôs proudest moments was taking the Gold at the ñPacific Rim Fly Fishing Tournamentò held in B.C. 

Canada September 2007. 

 

As a member of the TFO Advisory/Pro Staff, Jimôs innovative contributions have continued with his designing 

of the Jim Teeny Series of fly rods.  The Teeny Series of rods are smooth casting fly rods built with a powerful 

butt section for lifting strong, heavy fish and powering up distance casts.  Jimôs knowledge, experience and 

passion for the sport of fly fishing have helped and will help tremendously as the folks at TFO seek to honor 

their commitment to build affordably priced, high performance fly rods. 

 

~~~ 
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Below top row: Bob Forster and Ron Miller with silvers from their trip to Kodiak, Alaska.  middle row: photo 

of Kodiak Alaska where Bob and Ron fished, Bob said, ñthe smoke trail is from a rocket that was launched 

one morning a few miles from one of the lakes we fished.  Most people donôt even know about the launch com-

plex, except for the localsò.  bottom row: Connie Herbert with a 211/2ò brown trout on the Boise River, Gary 

Quesnell on Billingsley Creek at the Jones Access in November. 

PHOTO GALLERY 



This guy from Texas fishing this week on the Big Thompson outside of Estes Park . It was his first ever 

fly -fishing venture. A crowd gathered on the highway to take pictures, including a Denver Post guy. One 

of the pics is on the front page of the Denver postéé...submitted by Bob Forster 

Whoaa!!....How cool is that, go fly-fishing and catch a bull Elk.  
 

~~~ 

Below left: Brent Lierman fishing from a ladder at Pyramid Lake. right: a view of  Pyramid Lake 
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